Historic,  Archive  Document 

Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


THE  AGRICUITUML  ADJUSTMENT  ADMINI5TEATI0N  FARM  RECORD  BOOKS. 

]  ■ 


By  P.  V.  Kepner,  Extension  Service,  and  D.  P.  Trent  Agricultural  Adjust¬ 
ment  Administration.  Farm  and  homfe  hour.  May  17,  1934. 


MR.  KEPNER: 


Mr  Trent  I  have  heard  quite  a  few  comment s  recently  regarding  a  farm 
record  hook  which,  I  understand,  is  Wing  provided  hty  tho  Agricultural  Adjust¬ 
ment  Administration.  Is  it  a  fact  that  the  Administration  is  putting  out  such 
a  hook? 


m.  TREHT: 


Yes,  that  is  a  fact..:  The  Agricultural  Adjustment  Administration  iff- 
providing  over  2  l/s  million  farm  record  hooks,  some  of  which  have  gone  into 
every  state  in  the  Union, 


MR.  KEPNER: 


That  sounds  like  a  lot  of  record  hooks  to  me.  Are  you  sending  a  record 
hook  to  every  farmer  in  the  country? 

MR.  TRENT: 

No,  we  could  not  do  that.  Although  every  farmer  would  prohahly  he 
benefited  hy  keeping  such  a  record  there  are  too  many  farmers  in  the  United  Statei 
for  the  Administration  to  undertake  the  task  of  supplying  each  one  with  a  record 
hook.  Our  activities  are  necessarily  limited  to  those  farmers  who  are  cooperat¬ 
ing  with  the  Administration  in  one  or  more  of  the  production  adjustment  programs. 

MR.  KEPNER:  ■ 

Am  I  to  understand  then  that  a  farmer  must  he  a  cooperator,  or  a  signer 
of  a  production  adjustment  agreement,  in  order  to  he  eligible  to  receive  one  of 
these  hooks. 

MR.  TRENT: 

That  is  correct.  We  are  attenpting  to  furnish  each  contract  signer  with, 

a  copy. 

m.  KEPNER;  .  • 

How  about  cost?  Is  there  any  charge  for  these  hooks?  You  know  that  is  a 
rather  important  item  these  days. 

MR.  TRENT: 


I  know  the  cost  part  is  an  important  item.  But -to  answer  your  question- 
No,  there  is  no  charge  for  these,  hooks.  In  fact  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  saving 
the  farmers  money  that  this  hook  was  prepcared,  rather 'than  creating  any;  expense 
for  them. 


( over) 


m.  KEPNER: 

r'bk  :  n;s-:  .  ■■  V  ,  ■ 

¥g11  now  that  >so*ands  fine  Mr". -  Trent ,  "but  I  dont  see  just  how  this  record 
book  is  going  to  save  a  farmer  any  money.  I  surely  would  like  to  have  an 
explanation  of  that  statement. 

m.  TREET; 

•  The 'e3;p>lan£Ltion  is  very  easy.  The  County  production  Control  Associations 
are^.  seif '  sustaining’ unit  s.  All  of  the  expenses  incurred  in  the  operation  of  thes 
County  Bbafds  mu st'- be  met  by  deductions  from  the  benefit  payments  due  to  cooperat¬ 
ing  farmers  of  the  county.  -  - 

One  of  the  duties  of  these  county  associations  is  the  inspections ' of  the 
farms  under  contract  to  determine  if  the  terms  of  the  contracts  have  been  conpliec 
with.  This  is  a  duty  that  will  require  considerable  time  and  likewise  will 
constitute  one  of  the  larger-  items  of  expense.  Anything  that  can  be  done  to  speed 
up  this  work  will  lessen  the  cost  of  operating  these  county  associations  and 
thereby  result  in  a  greater  net  benefit  payment  to  the  farmers. 

MR.  KEPEER: 

You  feel  then  that  this  record  book  will  speed  up  inspection  work  and 
probf  of  compliance. 

TRENT: 

Yes,  I  am  quite  sure  that  much  less  time  will  be  required  for  those  farmer; 
to  prove  conpliance  wh6  have  such  records  than  will  be  necessary  where  records  are 
not  available.  The  experience  of  the  various  county  workers  and  farmers  themselve 
in  the  preparation  of  contracts  very  definitely  would  lead  to  that  conclusion. 
Much  time  was  lost  and  many  delays ‘and  extra  trips  wore  experienced  in  t he 
preparation  of  contracts  primarily  because  contracting  farmers  did  not  have  record 
on  thoir  production  and  sales  of  the  commodities  being  placed  under  contract. 

i-.)  Since  these  delays  can  be  avoided  by  the  use  of  this  record  book  by  the 
contracting  farmers,  and  since  much  less  time  will  thereby  be  required  oh  the  part 
of  those  checking  on  compliance,  the  costs  of  operating  these  county  associations 
will  be  materially  reduced  and  the  farmers  net  benefit  pa,yment  will  also  be  larger 

'/MR.  .KEPEER:  •  •  ■ 

'.a 

From  what  I  have  heard  about  the  difficulties  some  fa,rmers  experienced  in 
preparing  their  contracts  I  should  think  that  such  a,  convenience  would  be  greatly 
appreciated  by  them.  However,  does  a  farmer  have  to  keep  one  of  these  record 
bookrs  for  each  differbnt  commodity  ’.vhich  he  has  under  a  pi^oduction  control  contrac 

I'ffi.  TREET; 


Eo,  this  book  is  so  arranged  that  the  necessary  records  on  all  crops  or 
livestock  enterprises  under  contract  c  ah ‘be  kept  in  the  same  book.  Since  so 
'.many  farmers  who  mil-  be  Using  these  'books  have  hot  been  keeping  such  records 
..hefore,  this  book  has  been  kade  as  sinple  as. 'possible.  Thus  -  most  of  the 
information  necessary  to  prove  compliance  can  be  kept  in  one  place.* 


-3- 


MR.  KEPNERr, 

If  it  is  possible  to  record  that  much  information  in  one  of  these  books 
I  suppose  a  farmer  can  tell  at  the  end  of  the  year  how  much  money  he  has  made 
from  his  years  operations. 

;  V,  oh 

MR.  TRENT:  -  ■ 

No,  you  are  wrong  there.  ‘Although  the  be'Ofc'does  provide  ^ace  for  several 
of  the  more  important'  it effis  of  reoeipts  it' doee  not- ''|)ro vide  space  for  eS^enses 
other  than  for  the  purchase  of  the"  basic" commodities-.  -'A  farmer  who  would 
prefer  to  keep  a  more  coii^let-e  record  book  than  the  one  provided  by  the 
Agricultural  Adjustment  Administration  should  send  to  the  Extension  Division 
of  his  state  Agricultural  College  for  One  of  that  type. 

MR.  KEPNER: 

Are  all  contracting  farmers  required  to  keep  this  particular  book  or  can 
they  use  the  state  books  in  proving  con^jliance  with  their  contracts. 

MR.  TRENT: 

Contracting  farmers  are  not  required  to  keep  this  particular  book,  Altho 
the  contracts  do  call  for  certain  r  ecords  there  is' no  specification  as  to  just 
what  form  these  records''  shall  take.  Therefore  a  farmer  who  has  been  using  a 
V.  record  book  obtained  elsewhere' will  probably  have  all  the  information  required 
in  proving  con^jliance  and' thus  would  hot  need  one"of'  the  AGRICULTURAL 
ADJUSTMENT  ADIvUNISTRATlON  record’' books.  '  -  ■.■.■I'  • 

A  few  states  have  sent  to  their  farmers  who  have  received  the  book  put 
out  by  the  State  Agricultural  College  ah  insert'  pa^'.  This  additional  page  will 
provide  space  to  record  the  information  needed  in  relation  to  proving  con^jliance 
that  "had  not  previously  been  included. in  the  sta'te'-^book.  So  one  record  book 
is  all  that  a  contracting  farmer  needs  to  keep. 

Iffi.  KEPNER; 

a 

How  does /farmer  go  about  it  to  get  one  of  these  books?  Are  you  sending 
out  a  copy  from  Washington  to  each  contracting  farmer?  Or  does  a  farmer  have  to 
write  to  the  Agricultural  Adjustment  Administration  for  his  copy? 

MR,  TRENT; 

The  answer  is  no  to  both  of  the  methods  questioned.  These  books  are  being 
distributed  by  the  Extension  Divisions  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  the 
various  State  Extension  forces.  Each  county  agent  has  the  lists  of  the  farmers 
in  his  county  who  have  signed  production  control  cdh-tracts.  Therefore  he  has 
made-  responsible  for  the  distribution  of  these  books  within  his  county.  Reports 
i  being  received  from  various  s-tates  indicate  that  in  most  instances  the  agents  are 
distributing  these  books  at  6'bmraunity  meetings  at  which  time  they  can  explain 
how  the  books  should  be  kepW-"-  If  o/f^rmer  does  not  receive  his  copy  by  this 
or  other  means  he  should  get  in  touch  with  his  count:/,  agent  who  should  be  able 
i  ::to  provide  him  with  one.  -  ‘ 


-4- 


Ipl.  EEPWER: 

Have  you  had  any  reactions  from  farmers  as  to  the  value  of  this  hook 
to  them?  , 


Lffi.  TRENT: 


Yes,  very  decidedly.  The  development  of  thft  various  agricultural  programs 
has  created  a  strong  demand  for  this  type  of  thing.  Practically  every  state  has 
indicated  that  more  ^farmers  are  requesting  account  hooks  this  year  than  ever 
before,  and  in  many  instances  "ijKe  "-supply'-bf  ^tat'e  hooks'. has -not  been  large 
enough  to  meet  the  demand.  Likewi*^’!  the  supply' hf  Agiu'cultural:  Adjustment 
Administration  record  hooks  originally  prih't'6'd' was  nht  Thrge  en^^jgh  to  meet  all 
requests  sent  in  from  the  different^'states’'.  '' As  a  result  .the' Agricultural  Adjust¬ 
ment  Administration  has  had  to  have  over  a  half  million  additiOnfel  copies  printed. 
Farmers  have  been  brought  to  the  realization  that  farm  records  are  of.,  great 
value  tort  hem. 


m,  EEPNER: 


I  presume  that  these  record  hooka  will,  he  rof  some-  value  to  farmers  even 
after  they  have  used  them  to  prove  compliance  with  their  contracts. 

I£R.  TRENT: 

Decidedly  soJ  -  (Some  of  the' production  adjustment  contracts  call  for  at 
least  one  more  year  of  production  r  egiilation.  Some  form- of  production  regulation 
agreements  may  he  operative  for  a  longer  peribd  of 'timev ■  Such  hooks  will  enable 
a  farmer  to  keep  in  a  readily  available  form  the  information  necessary  to  fill 
out  these  contracts.  Having  this  information  in  available  form  will  also  help 
materially  in  bringing  about  equitable  adjustments. 

FUrtherr-iore,  such  records  lay' the  background :'f or  a  more  intelligent  analy¬ 
sis  of  the  f arm  Tmsire  ss.  If  all  our  farmers  were  Iceeping  adequate  re-cords  on 
their  farm  businesses  and  were  analyzing  these  records  as  other  business  men  do, 
most  of  these  farms  would  be  operated  with  a  greater  profit  than  they  a,re  under 
the  present  system. 

Id.  KEPNER: 

Would  such  a  book  properly  kept  b©-  of  any  value  to  a  farmer  in  obtaining 
a! loan  on  his  farm  or  for  production  purposes? 

Id .  TRENT : 


Yes,  such  records  are  becoming  almost  essential  in  obtaining  loans*  All 
of  our  national  banks  retjuire  a  credit  statement  when  maki'ng  a  loan  of  any  size. 

obtained  through  the  Farm  Credit  Administration  are.  granted  only  aftor 
definite  supporting  evidence  has  been  presented.  Likewise  most  bankers  want  to 
know  how  much  business  a  man  is  doing  so  that  the  prospects  for  the  borrowers' 
being  able  to  repay  the  loan  can  be  more  accurately  gauged.  Record  books  of 
this  type  or  any  other  type  that  "provides  such  information  are  of  considera,ble 
value  in  enabling  a  farmer  to  obtain  such  loans.  ;■  • 

I  feel  that  without  question  the  distribution  of  this  record  book  and  its 
use  by  the  farmers  contracting  with  the  Administration  marks  a  very  important 
stop  in  the  improvement  of  our  American  agricultural  system. 


